22 June 2009
IS Pharma plc (‘IS Pharma’ or the ‘Company’)
Launch of Variquel™ (Haemopressin®)

IS Pharma plc (LSE: ISPH), the international speciality pharmaceutical company, is pleased to
announce the commercial launch of Variquel in the UK and Ireland. This significant event in the UK
marks the first of the major marketing authorisations expected across Europe following the recently
announced successful completion of European Mutual Recognition Procedure. The earlier than
expected commercial launch in the UK will enable sales of Variquel to commence immediately. We
expect commercialisation of the brand across the remaining 12 European territories will have
commenced substantially during the current financial year.

Variquel is a key global brand for IS Pharma which has a global market estimated at between

£50 million - £70 million. Across Europe, Variquel has been indicated for the treatment of bleeding
oesophageal varices. In the US, Lucassin® (Variquel in the US) has recently been granted Priority
Review as well as Orphan Drug status and Fast Track designation by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for the treatment of hepatorenal syndrome (HRS) Type 1.

Under the terms of the Speciality European Pharma International AG acquisition which was
completed in April 2008, the receipt of the UK marketing authorisation has resulted in a £2 million
milestone being paid to Speciality European Pharma Limited.

Tim Wright, CEO of IS Pharma, said:

“The launch of Variquel in the UK is a major milestone towards the commercialisation of the brand
across Europe. The commercial launch coming so close after receiving the marketing authorisation
from the UK regulatory authority (MHRA) highlights the ability of IS Pharma to rapidly bring to
market its key brands. We now have distributors in place across Europe ready to replicate the UK
launch the moment marketing authorisations are received. The continued regulatory progress of
the brand in the US is also very encouraging.”
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About IS Pharma plc (AIM: ISPH)

IS Pharma (International Speciality Pharmaceuticals) is a fast growing, profitable business which
develops, acquires and commercialises late-stage pharmaceuticals and medical devices, focusing in
critical care, oncology and neurology. Based in the UK, IS Pharma commercialises its portfolio in the
UK directly and internationally through a strong network of distributors.

To find out more please go to www.ispharma.plc.uk



